What i$ daimed is: 

1. A cleaning machine for cleaning a surface in which cleaning solution is 
distributed to the surface and substantially simultaneously extracted along with 
the dirt on the surface in a continuous operation as it moves along the surface 
5 comprising: 

a) a base assembly for movement along the surface; 

b) a liquid distribution system associated with said base assembly for distributing 
the cleaning solution to the cleaning surface; 

c) a suction nozzle assembly mounted to said base assembly, said suction 
10 nozzle assembly including a front nozzle portion and rear nozzle portion, said 

front nozzle portion defining a fluid flow path having an inlet opening and an 
outlet opening, said rear nozzle portion defining a fluid flow path having an inlet 
opening and an outlet opening; 

d) a suction source in fluid communication with said suction nozzle for applying 
15 suction to draw the cleaning solution and dirt from the surface and through the 

suction nozzle assembly; and 

e) a valve assembly is assodated with said suction nozzle assembly, said valve 
assembly substantially covering said outlet of said front nozzle portion to close 
said fluid flow path of said front nozzle portion in response to said base 

20 assembly moving in one of the forward direction and rear direction, said valve 
assembly substantially covering said outlet of said rear nozzle portion to close 
said fluid flow path of said rear nozzle portion in response to said t)ase assembly 
moving in other one of the fon^^rd direction and rear direction. 



25 2. The deaning machine of daim 1 including a rotatable brush assembly 
positioned intermediate said front and rear nozzle portions. 
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3. The cleaning machine of daim 1 wherein said fluid flow path of said rear 
nozzle portion is open upon said valve assembly covering said outlet of said front 
nozzle portion to dose said fluid flow path of said front nozzle portion, said fluid 

5 flow of said front nozzle portion being open upon said valve assembly covering 
said outlet of said rear nozzle portion to dose said fluid flow path of said rear 
nozzle portion. 

4. The deaning machine of claim 3 wherein said valve assembly indudes a valve 
1 0 part movable between a first position that covers said outlet of said front nozzle 

portion to dose said fluid flow path of said front nozzle portion- in response to 
said base assembly moving in the fonvard direction and a second position that 
covers said outlet of said rear nozzle portion to dose said fluid flow path of said 
rear nozzle portion in response to said base assembly moving in the rear 
15 direction. 

5. The cleaning machine of daim 1 Induding a handle portion pivotaliy 
connected to said base assembly, said liquid distribution system induding a 
solution tank for holding the deaning solution, said cleaning solution tank being 

20 removably mounted to one of said base assembly and said handle portion, a 
liquid distribution system further induding a distributor fluidly connected to said 
source for distributing said deaning solution to the surface. 

6. The cleaning machine of daim 5 including a recovery tank removably 
25 mounted to one of said handle and said base assembly, said recovery tank In 

fluid communication with said suction nozzle for collecting the cleaning solution 
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and dirt drawn through the suction nozzle assembly. 

7. The cleaning machine of daim 1 wherein said liquid distribution system 
includes a first source providing a supply of a first cleaning solution and a 

5 second source providing a supply of a second cleaning solution, said liquid 
distribution system further including at least one front distributor and one rear 
distributor, one of said front distributor and said rear distributor dispensing said 
first cleaning solution and other one of said front distributor and said rear 
distributor dispensing said second cleaning solution. 

10 

8. The cleaning machine of claim 7 including a rotatable brush assembly 
positioned intenmediate said front and rear distributors. 

9. The cleaning machine of daim 7 wherein said front distributor dispenses the 
15 first deaning solution in response to said base assembly moving in the fonArard 

direction, said rear distributor dispensing said second deaning solution in 
response to said base assembly moving in the rear directbn. 

10. The deaning machine of daim 9 wherein said rear distributor does not 
20 dispense the deaning solution in response to said base assembly moving In the 

forward direction and said front distributor does not dispense the cleaning 
solution in response to the base assembly moving in the rear direction. 

I' / 

y^. The deaning machine of claim 9 wherein said first cleaning liquid is 
25 detergent and water and said second deaning fluid is dean water. 
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^ X The cleaning machine of daim 1 wherein said liquid distribution system 
further indudes at least one front distributor and one rear distributor, one of said 
front distributor and said rear distributor dispensing said deaning solution in 
response to said base assembly moving in the forward direction and other one of 
5 said front distributor and said rear distributor dispensing said deaning solution in 
response to said base assembly moving in the rear direction. 

The deaning machine of daim 9 wherein said rear distributor does not 
dispense the deaning solution in response to said base assembly moving in the 
10 fonvard diredion and said front distributor does not dispense the deaning 
solution In response to the base assembly moving in the rear direcOon. 

1 

18. The deaning madiine of daim 9 including a rotatable brush assembly 
positioned intenmediate said front and rear distributors. 

14. A deaning machine for deaning a surface in which deaning solution is 
distributed to the surface and substantially simultaneously extraded along with 
the dirt on the surface in a continuous operation as it moves along the surface 
comprising: 

20 a) a base assembly for movement along the surface; 

. b) a liquid distribution system assodated with said base assembly for distributing 
the deaning solution to the deaning surface; 

c) a sudion nozzle assembly mounted to said base assembly, said suction 
nozzle assembly indudtng a front nozzle portion and rear nozzle portion, said 
25 front nozzle portion defining a fluid flow path having an inlet opening and an 
outlet opening, said rear nozzle defining a fluid flow path having an inlet opening 
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and an outlet opening; 

d) a suction source in fluid communication wifii said suction nozzle for applying 
suction to draw the cleaning solution and dirt from the surface and through the 



5 e) wherein said liquid distribution system further includes at least one front 
distributor and one rear distributor. 



1p. The cleaning machine of claim 14 wherein one of said front distributor and 
said rear distributor dispensing said cleaning solution in response to said base 
1 0 assembly moving In the fonA^ard direction and other one of said front distributor 
and said rear distributor dispensing said cleaning solution in response to said 
base assembly moving in the rear direction. 



L The cleaning machine of claim 15 wherein the fluid flow path of said front 



1 5 nozzle portion is dosed in response to said base assembly moving in one of the 
fonvard direction and rear direction, the fluid flow path of said rear nozzle portion 
being closed in response to said base assembly moving In other, one of the 
fonvard and rear direction. 



20 y. The cleaning machine of claim 15 wherein said liquid distribution system 
includes a first source providing a supply of a first cleaning solution and a 
second source providing a supply of a second cleaning solution, one of said firont 
distributor and said rear distributor dispensing said first cleaning solution and 
other one of said front distributor and said rear distributor dispensing said 

25 second cleaning solution. 



suction nozzle assembly; and 





□PAGE 0250 



If 



l^^the cleaning machine of claim 17 wherein said front distributor dispenses 
the first cleaning solution in response to said base assembly moving in the first 
direction said rear distributor dispensing said second cleaning solution in 



ya. A cleaning machine for cleaning a surface in which cleaning solution is 
distributed to the surface and substantially simultaneously extracted along with 
the dirt on the surface in a continuous operation as (t moves along the surface 
comprising: 

10 a) a base assembly for movement along the surface; 

b) a liquid distribution system associated with said base assembly for distributing 
the cleaning solution to the cleaning surface; 

c) a su^on nozzle assembly mounted to said base assembly,; 

d) a suction source in fluid communication with said suction nozzle for applying 
15 suction to draw the cleaning solution and dirt from the surfece and through the 

suction nozzle assembly; and 

e) wherein said liquid distribution system includes at least one front distributor 
and one rear distributor, one of said front distributor and said rear distributor 
dispensing said cleaning solution in response to said base assembly moving in a 

20 first direction and other one of said front distributor and said rear distributor 
dispensing said cleaning solution in response to said base assembly moving in 
the second direction. 



L The cleaning machine of claim 19 including an agitator positioned 



response to said base assembly moving in the second direction. 



5 





25 intermediate the front and rear distributors. 
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21 r The cleaning machine of claim 19 wherein said liquid distribution system 
further includes a first source providing a supply of a first cleaning solution and a 
second source providing a supply of a second cleaning solution, wherein said 
front distributor dispenses the first cleaning solution in response to said base 
assembly moving in the first direction, said rear distributor dispensing said 
second cleaning solution in response to said base assembly moving in the 
second direction. 
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